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What is LENSE?

LENSE is a European research project that responds to the growing
need in Europe for assessing a building’s sustainability
performance. The project draws on the existing knowledge
available in Europe on building assessment methodologies.

The main objective of LEnSE is to develop a methodology for the
assessment of the sustainability performance of existing, new and
renovated buildings, which is broadly accepted by the European
stakeholders involved in sustainable construction.

This methodology will allow for future labelling of buildings, in
analogy with the Energy Performance Directive. The work should
result in increased awareness of the European stakeholders and
will allow adequate policy implementation on sustainable
construction.

The importance of LENSE

The importance of the LENSE project lies in its approach to develop
a truly holistic methodology that addresses the overall, integrating
concept of sustainability. Furthermore, LENSE aims to develop a
Europe-wide accepted assessment methodology, which also allows
for regional or national variances and priorities to be incorporated.

The key stakeholders on the European and national level will be
highly involved in the development of the methodology, to
guarantee a wide acceptance and implementation of the project
results.

The results of the LENSE project will be important for all
stakeholders involved in sustainable construction:
Governments can use the methodology for the implementation of
subsidiary schemes in order to promote sustainability; G
Architects can use it to communicate about sustainability issues
with their clients; G
Project developers have an instrument to determine the sales
values of buildings in the context of sustainability. The
methodology could also be translated into a sustainability
certification for buildings;
Clients can get reliable information about the sustainability
performance of the planned building before purchase or
construction.

Work Plan of LENSE

The objectives of the LENSE project have been translated into
4 work packages:
WP1 - The identification of issues and scope definition G
WP2 - Development of a sustainability assessment
methodology
WP3 - Consultation and communication with stakeholders G
WP4 - Project management, meetings and quality assurance G

The project started in 2006 and will run until December 2007.

Benefits

The benefits of external expertise in the LENSE project will be
To get the involvement of key stakeholders in the development
of the assessment methodology
To get input from different viewpoints (social / economic..)
To create awareness about the LEnSE project
To guarantee wide acceptance by stakeholders
To ensure that overall sustainability will get priority in national
issues

The benefits for the experts’ to be involved in LENSE are:
Receiving first-hand information about European harmonisation
of sustainability assessment
Establishing contacts with other stakeholders on national and
international level
Being able to co-operate in testing the assessment methodology
Creating future co-operation possibilities for implementing the
LEnSE methodology in practice

Objectives of LENnSE

The three main objectives of LEnSE are:

To develop a list of issues which need to be included in the
assessment methodology. The list must be wide enough to be
meaningful for all European members, but it must be limited
enough to be practical. A broad consensus on these issues will be
reached through strategic consultation of the relevant
stakeholders.

To develop a methodology for assessment of the overall
sustainability of existing buildings, major renovations and plans for
new buildings. The methodology must take into account the
existing methodologies and initiatives and ongoing standardisation
activities. Guidelines on how to address local variations will be
provided.

This work will be validated by the development of a prototype tool
and tested on case study buildings.

To set up a strategic consultation of the stakeholders, in order to
ensure a methodology accepted and used by the stakeholders,
These consultations will include national meetings with
stakeholders and trans-national expert workshops. The
consultation and communication activities should also raise the
stakeholders’ awareness about sustainability assessment and the
advantages of the LENSE approach. The LEnSE project will also
interact with standardisation activities at CEN and I1SO level to
make sure the methodology is in line with the standards in
development..



